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Is $6.1B 
enough 
for K-12 
schools? 


Arizona Legislature can 
override the funding cap 


Lily Altavena Arizona Republic 
USA TODAY NETWORK 


When Stella Ollarsaba began teach- 
ing math in the mid-1970s, classroom 
tools in Arizona’s public schools were 
basic: Her students weren't even using 
calculators yet. 

More than 40 years passed and Ol- 
larsaba’s_ classroom transformed. 
When she stopped teaching math in 
Mesa last year, students were as- 
signed individual computers. 

The change in technology wasn’t 
superficial. She said students are ac- 
complishing and learning more in oz 
math today than they were decades 
ago. 

“It wasn’t fun for kids to see you do- 
ing things on the projector,” said Ollar- 
saba, now a teacher at a private school. 
“They didn’t get to interact with it. 
Once we got things in their hands, it 
just exploded. It was just wonderful.” 

While learning has changed over 
the decades, one thing has remained 
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See SCHOOLS, Page 10A 


A mobster, 
Rascal 


Flatts and 
a bar chain 


Robert Anglen Arizona Republic 
USA TODAY NETWORK 


Rascal Flatts makes music. But in 
the past two years, the band found it- 
self unwittingly making money for a 
former mobster. 

The group recently pulled the plug 
on a chain of planned restaurants 
branded with its name and its chart- 
topping country hits. 

What Rascal Flatts got after signing 
a licensing deal was failed projects 
from California to Florida apparently 
orchestrated by a Phoenix business- 
man who has made a living driving 
restaurants into ruin. 

Frank Capri isn’t about music. He’s 
a former Mafia soldier in New York’s 
notorious Lucchese crime family. 


See MOBSTER, Page 6A 
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McSally urges nation to 
move forward as Arizona 
Democrats remain silent 


Yvonne Wingett Sanchez and Ronald J. Hansen 
Arizona Republic 
USA TODAY NETWORK 


Arizona Republicans on Sunday seized on Special 
Counsel Robert Muellers conclusions that neither 
President Donald Trump nor his campaign aides 
conspired with Russia to influence the 2016 presi- 
dential election. 

Arizona Democrats largely were silent and con- 
spicuously unavailable to discuss the developments. 

Muellers long-awaited report left unresolved 
whether Trump obstructed justice, according to At- 
torney General William Barr’s four-page summary. 
That means the partisan battle that existed over the 
Mueller’s investigation over the past two years likely 
will continue to rage. 

Still, Sen. Martha McSally, R-Ariz., on Sunday 
called for the nation to move on. 

“Lam glad to see Special Counsel Mueller’s investi- 


See REPORT, Page 13A 


Online: Read reactions from Arizona state politicians 
at azcentral.com. 
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ASU beats Miami to reach Sweet 16 


Robbi Ryan’s free throws with 5 seconds left after a 
Miami turnover get ASU past second round. AP 


Rancher breeds better 
beef using engineering 


Local rancher uses science background to choose 
the right genes for cattle to survive in the hardened 
landscape and heat of the Arizona mountains. 3A 


Ko wins Bank of Hope 
Founders Cup in Phoenix 


Jin Young Ko took home her third career LPGA vic- 
tory at the Bank of Hope Founders Cup, closing with 
a 7-under 65 and narrowly avoiding a playoff. 1B 


Weather 


High 85° I Low 60° 
Sunny. Forecast, 2A 
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Special Counsel Robert Mueller walks past the White House after attending services at St. John’s Episcopal Church in 
Washington, D.C., on Sunday. CLIFF OWEN/AP 


MUELLER FINDS 
NO CONSPIRACY 


) USA TODAY 


President Donald Trump speaks to 
media before boarding Air Force One 
at Palm Beach International Airport in 
West Palm Beach, Fla., on Sunday. AP 


Report: No Russian 
collusion, but Trump 
isn’t fully exonerated 


In a summary, Attorney General 
William Barr said the probe by Robert 
Mueller produced no conclusion that 
President Donald Trump conspired 
with Russia to sway the 2016 election. 

Barr also wrote that the evidence 
collected by Mueller does not conclu- 
sively show if Trump obstructed jus- 
tice after taking office as president. 

Full story on Page 8A. 
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